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	Torquay Boys’ Grammar School

Headmaster: R.E. PIKE, B.A., B.Ed., F.R.S.A.
Shiphay Manor Drive, TORQUAY, Devon TQ2 7EL

Tel: (01803) 615501 Fax: (01803) 614613



November 2009
Dear Parent/Guardian
Please find below further details of the China trip, proposed for summer 2010 (organised by the British Council, sponsored by HSBC). In this letter you will find details of the payment plan, inoculations, passports and visas, and provisional dates.

The details of the 2010 trip have not yet been published by the British Council. As soon as the details as available, I shall pass them on. We will apply for places in March and find out shortly afterwards if we have been selected and how many pupils we will be able to take. Until then all plans are tentative, but we shall prepare everything so as to be ready in time.

Costs and payment plan

The cost will be £1000. This takes into account the cost required by the British Council (£725 in 2009), visas (£50), transport to and from the airport (£100), Beijing airport tax (£20) and a contingency of approximately £100.

A deposit of £150 will be required by 28 February 2010. The outstanding amount will be required by 30 April 2010.  This can be paid via the school’s website, www.tbgs.co.uk.  Parents may prefer to spread the cost and we are happy to accept instalments as long as the deadlines for the deposit and balance are met.

Please note: if we are unsuccessful in our bid with the British Council, all monies will be refunded. Any money which is remains unused after our return will be refunded.
Inoculations

Please check with your doctor’s surgery to ensure that vaccinations are up to date. Pupils will need extra vaccinations for mainland China. Pupils will not need to have malaria tablets as we will not be going into rural parts of China. Please check now with your doctor’s surgery for the timings of the vaccinations. Most will be in the three months’ prior to the trip, but pupils may need boosters for others.

Passports and visas
Pupils will need a valid passport that is valid for at least six months after the date of departure. This is a requirement set by the Chinese embassy for obtaining a visa. We shall apply for visas in May. Please ensure that your son has a passport and that it meets the requirements.

There is an option to have a group visa but each member of the party will have their own visa. This is in case of emergency, should any member of the party need to return to the UK immediately.

Provisional dates

Based on previous years the travelling dates will be 12th July to 25th July. This is an estimate on my part and has not yet been confirmed by the British Council. Please do not make any plans based on this information yet as the dates could move up to a fortnight either way. The dates will be confirmed in March, along with confirmation of our places.
I hope that this letter has provided a start for the preparations for our trip. Should you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at school.

Yours sincerely
V K Allen
Head of Chinese

Please find below general information about the visit.  It is taken directly from the British Council’s website and has not been edited:

The principal objective of the courses is to stimulate interest in Chinese language, culture and society for those schools currently offering Chinese language study either on or off the curriculum and those schools considering introducing it. These courses are designed either as an introduction to Chinese language or as an enhancement of existing provision. All students will extend their knowledge and experience of Chinese culture and history. 

Each programme starts in Beijing, after which the participants fly to one of a number of course centres around China. 

Pre-departure briefing days will be held in the UK for all participants.  At these days the students and teachers will be given introductory Mandarin classes, have the chance to take part in traditional Chinese activities, learn a little about Beijing and the province they will be visiting along with learning about Chinese culture and etiquette. They are designed to maximise the benefit of the trip for the participants.  Details of these briefings will be disseminated once participants have been recruited.

The expected ratio of teachers to students is 1:8.  The maximum number of participants per school will be determined by the volume of applications.

The British Council and SSAT have block-booked the international flights for the courses.  The cost per participant (including teachers) is £725.  

Schools that are successful in their application for places will be asked to make a first payment of £150 on or before 24th March.. The first payment is non-refundable and represents commitment to paying the full amount and taking part in the visit. After this the school will be responsible for meeting the cost of any cancellation.  The remaining balance will be in May.

In addition, participants will need to cover the cost of the following, which the British Council and SSAT ask schools to arrange independently.  We can, however, offer guidance on applying for visas.
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	domestic travel within the UK
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	insurance (if the school’s insurance does not cover the participants)
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	visas
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	pocket money for souvenirs


All costs incurred in China (accommodation, internal travel, food, language classes and cultural activities) are covered by Hanban.

If you require this letter in a different format, please contact the school
