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	Torquay Boys’ Grammar School

Headmaster: R.E. PIKE, B.A., B.Ed., F.R.S.A.
Shiphay Manor Drive, TORQUAY, Devon TQ2 7EL

Tel: (01803) 615501 Fax: (01803) 614613




June 2010 
Dear Parent

Activities Week 2010
I’m sorry you weren’t able to attend the pre-Köln Parent’s Evening on 8th June.  The following brief synopsis is intended to give you some idea of what was discussed.

· All monies have now been paid in full.  Thank you.

· Participants will not need money for entrance fees while in Germany.

· Participants will need pocket money (I suggest £40 - £50 worth of Euros) for incidentals, presents, drinks, two Belgian loo stops, and some English money to buy a meal when we arrive back in Britain on 16 July.

· Bring a pillow to use on the coach.

· Germany can suffer extreme heat at that time of year – bring a hat, sun cream, appropriate clothing, and plenty to drink.

· We have a packed programme while we are in Germany.  Participants need to be reliable, cooperative, and alert to the time.

· Such items as cigarettes, drink, drugs, knives, fireworks and pornographic material are strictly forbidden.

· Unacceptable behaviour will result in the privilege of going to Aqualand being withdrawn, or a phone call to parents, worse still a request to parents to fetch their son and take him home, and a probable ban on participation in future school trips.

· Rooming is in high-quality four-bedded rooms with en-suite facilities.

· Germany uses two-pin plugs, so an adaptor may be required to charge electrical appliances such as mobile phones.

· After lights out at 10.30 p.m., no-one must leave his room or make any noise.

· No-one must go into any bedroom other than his own.

· On some days we will need to get up especially early.

· Each participant will have his own room key, which can also be used for the locker in each wardrobe.

· Keys cost €40 to replace because the lock has to be changed if a key is lost.
· Try to bring a lanyard to attach your key to or think of a similar scheme.

· The food provided by the youth hostel is good-quality.  However, drinks are not provided and have to be bought. We generally go to a nearby shop to purchase drinks.  Note that there is a refundable deposit on most plastic bottles in Germany.

· To ring or receive calls from parents is fine, but mobile phones should not be used to ring each other while in Germany because of the costs. Please be aware that Germany is an hour ahead of British time.
· The school’s emergency number while we are away is 07850-568025.

· The trip is regarded as a European Study visit rather than a language trip. Pupils will hear and see a lot of German by default, but we would encourage all pupils to try speaking German where possible.

· Each pupil will be given an information pack/workbook to complete during the visit and should show this to parents upon return. Therefore, a pen should be carried on all visits. There will be a quiz with prizes for the best students. 
· Participants must not go anywhere on their own, always in groups of three or more.

· Participants must not leave the youth hostel without a teacher.

· There will be five members of staff accompanying 41 pupils.

· We are travelling in a high-quality coach.  All rubbish is to be put in the bags provided, not on the floor. It should be kept reasonably clean at all times.
· The on-board toilet is for emergency use only.

Important:

· Please hand passports and EHIC cards to reception by 30th June at the latest, unless you have informed us that your son will need these after this date.
· Please inform the school or myself of any medical or dietary requirements which may have come to light since we first enquired.

· Please arrive at school at 11.30 p.m. on Sunday 11th July. We must depart at 11.45 p.m.

· On the return journey, we may be able to make a courtesy stop at Exeter Services, but this will depend on traffic and our estimated arrival time.  We may well have already been delayed by traffic on the M25, especially on a Friday before the summer holidays.

· We will do our best to arrive back at school around 11.00 p.m. on Friday 16th July.  Participants will be encouraged to ring parents and advise of any delay.

· Please read and re-read this sheet with your son.  It is important that everybody understands why these rules exist and that everybody buys into the ethos of the trip.  It is one of the school trips that pupils go on talking about for years.

Finally, thank you for taking the time to read through these abbreviated notes.  Please give me a ring at school if you need any clarification.

Yours faithfully

C M Zursiedel

Head of German

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Please sign this cut-off slip to acknowledge that you have received these notes and return the slip to the office by Fri, 25 June.
· I acknowledge that I have received the follow-up notes about the trip to Köln.
Signed:  ……………………………………………………...

Name of student:  ……………………………………………  Form:  ………………………...

If you require this letter in a different format, please contact the school
Torquay Boys’ Grammar School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and young people.
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