TORQUAY BOYS’ GRAMMAR SCHOOL

PARENT ASSOCIATION

Meeting

Thursday  26th January 2012
7.00pm in the Library

Minutes
Present

Alison Andrew; Sue Barlow; Anne Barnes; John Bedford; Judith Beynon; Kathryn Bruce; Caroline Burleigh; Anne Derbyshire; Gill Harper; Alex Kidger; Lindsey Kings; Jane Knowles-Mayne; Jacqueline Milstead; Kim Morse; Michael Penfold; Roy Pike; Jill Pullan; Mark Rowe; Angela Stubbs; Alison Thomas; Colin Baigent

1. Apologies
Liz  Davies; Fiona Godwin-Brown; Liz Hart; Sarah Parker;  
Vanessa Ripley; Jill Stevens; Sam Tampkins; Sophia Wharmby; Andrea Wilcox; Kate Hutchinson; Emma Baker
      2.   Minutes of the Last Meeting (1st December 2011)
 Agreed, with the slight amendment that the Sixth Former who presented at the meeting is called “Matt” not “Max” – apologies!
3. Matters Arising (items not otherwise on this agenda)
The “school rag” for which the funding was agreed at the last meeting is to be launched in the next few weeks at a cost of 50p.
4. Macbeth – interval refreshments 8th and 9th December

Thanks to all volunteers.

5. School Production - Beauty and the Beast 
This will run from Tuesday 20th March until Friday 23rd March.  Six volunteers are required for Front of House duties, starting at approximately 6pm for each evening.  Volunteers to date include:
	20th March
	John Bedford
	Alison Thomas

	Jane the Icecream
	Kim Morse
	Jill Pullan
	Sue Barlow

	21st March
	John Bedford
	Kathryn
Bruce
	Jane the Icecream
	Alex Kidger
	Jill Pullan
	Sue Barlow

	22nd March
	John Bedford
	Alison Thomas
	Jane the Icecream
	Gill
Cartwright
	
	Sue Barlow

	23rd March
	John Bedford
	Caroline Burleigh
	Jane the Icecream
	
	
	


More helpers are needed – if you are able to assist, please contact either Anne Barnes or Sue Barlow.

Wollen and Michelmore have generously agreed to sponsor the raffle, so all proceeds will benefit the school.

6. School Council update – John Bedford
Report from John pasted below.
Report to Parent Council on attendance of student council meetings - 26th January 2012.

Junior

A group of Year 10/12 students will be representing the school at the Student Voice Conference.  They will be required to research a topic and report their findings and are looking for a suitable subject.  One suggestion was to look at ways in which to help with the transition from Year 6 to Year 7 with particular reference to organizational skills and coping with homework.

The newspaper is currently being named, the editorial team is in place and articles are being submitted.  The first edition is planned for half term.

The council were asked to identify where the additional water fountains are required before the school can establish whether it is possible to provide them.  The possibility of TBGS sports bottles being available for sale which students can then fill from the water fountains will also be looked into.

Council members were asked to identify suitable areas around the school for outdoor table tennis.  The area would need to be flat and have sufficient space, a possible candidate being next to the R.E. block.

The members were asked to consider which charity they might wish to support with a non-uniform day this year, or whether they would be prepared to use it to support Mrs Parnell with her cycle ride across India.

Following a member request, school representatives will look into the possibility of running a Fitness Class at lunchtimes 

Two student council members have visited Ellacombe Primary School to help them to set up a Student Council.  They assisted them with the structure of meetings and spoke to them about the importance of using a project to prove that the Student Council is able to have an influence around the school.

Senior

The basketball posts and nets are now up.  The court cannot be resurfaced while there is a risk of frost so the new surface will be laid around Easter.  

The results of the questionnaires will be given to tutors and further discussions will take place to establish whether any further action is required.

One of the members will trial one of the new homework diaries for one month to assess quality and suitability and will report back at the next Senior Council meeting.

 Mr Blampied, the school catering manager, will be asked whether it would be possible to provide a more detailed menu in the Sandwich Room (e.g. a list of the sandwiches available).

Mr Smith (I.T. Support) will be asked whether it is possible to download Google Chrome as the preferred browser.

Mr Kosmaczewski (Head of 6th form) will be approached about the possibility of increasing the use of advertising in the Sixth Form area to raise money which could then go into Sixth Form funds.

Floodlit Tennis Courts – As reported in the Junior Council minutes, the school has submitted a bid for funding to the Lawn Tennis Association.  The bid had now been passed to the next level. 

It was reported that the media studies cameras were getting a bit dated.

John Bedford 

29th January 2012 

Roy stated that the Tennis courts have been delayed due to a change of personnel at the Lawn Tennis Association.  
John also distributed the results of a School Council Questionnaire.  Overall, the results seem very positive, with a large majority of students feeling safe and enjoying school. Complacency is not an option however. The number of boys admitting to being bullied seemed to correlate to the number who felt that bullying issues are not dealt with effectively.  No further comments were heard by the Secretary!
7. AOB
The bank balance at the end of the year stood at £1535.36

The Basketball posts have been installed.  The surrounding area needs to be resurfaced and painted.  This has been delayed due to frost but should be completed in March.  There will then be an opening ceremony for “Kieran’s Court” to which the press will be invited.

Meningitis has been reported in the surrounding schools. Tutors have advised students of the symptoms.  Vigilance by all recommended.

Year 11 & 13 Leavers were briefly discussed.  Arrangements will be adjusted by the school so that there will not be an obvious “Last day” for each group.  A celebratory event may be planned for some time in June.
8. Date of Next meeting 

To be the AGM - Tuesday 6th March 2012
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1. Matters arising from the last meeting 1st December 2011
Discussion regarding ParentPay with Andrew Medhurst.

Andrew was not available to attend this meeting but Lindsey had been well briefed and was able to report the following:

Parentpay has not been utilised as it could be.  It has been upgraded from next month when it should be possible to:
· Integrate the payment system with a permission tick box

· Used as a clarion call system using e-mail and texting but is not as easy to use as the real Clarion Call

· Access information on how Smartcard money is being spent

Clarion Call

This method of contacting parents by text is simple to use.  A few parents have asked to be removed from this system. For the time being this system will continued to be used for urgent information, whilst perhaps the Parentpay version, which is cheaper to use potentially, is trialled.
Paperless Reporting 

To be rolled out, starting with year 9 students, who will also receive a paper version.  

Photocopying

The bill for photocopying was £16,000 last year.  In a bid to reduce this cost, and save a few trees, it has been suggested that each student is given a notional photocopying budget of £5, which equates to 250 sheets per year.  After that, students will be charged.  Following discussion, it was agreed that whilst 250 sheets seems more than generous for a year 7/8 student, it is not sufficient for a Sixth Form student.  The limit will perhaps be banded through the school.

IB vs A-Level Students

It was suggested that IB students are treated favourably by the school compared to their A-Level counterparts.  Lindsey stated that as each IB student has a higher level of funding, this criticism may be fair.  The ratio of IB students to A-Level students is currently 35:125.  A-Level students get more lessons than in other educational establishments.  Roy is of the opinion that it is important for the school, along with all top performing schools to offer the IB qualification, but next year, being the third year, will be crucial in deciding whether it is continued.

Stover School

It was reported in the local press that a connection between Stover School and TBGS may be formed – this will not happen

Cooking for the Queen

A book of Diamond Jubilee souvenirs was passed round – with perhaps further discussion on a Diamond Jubilee celebration within the school at a later date.
