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German Work Experience – Harrhy James (Year 12)

When the chance came to do work experience in Germany for a company I’d never heard of I took it without hesitation. In fact, I was only filled in on what was in store for me a few weeks before our departure. I learned that I along with two other boys in year 13 and two girls from the girls’ school were to do a 4-day placement with Lohr-based hydraulics company; Rexroth. Now, hydraulics isn’t normally my cup of tea but I relished the opportunity to practice my German in a real workplace. I was paired up with one of five Auzubis or apprentices four of whom shared the same name. They showed us around, guided us about our jobs and were unfailingly polite and helpful. At first, getting to grips with my new office job was hard work but after a few days of total immersion I was confident enough to converse with my new German colleagues. 

Whilst at Bosch Rexroth I worked in an office in the “Training Zentrum” building and had a range of tasks to do such as; sorting out the post, stamping and filling out qualification passports for the hydraulics students and using specific computer software. I worked two half days and two full days and on the last day we all had to give a presentation about our experience to eachother, the press and the manager of the Rexroth apprentices. I found that the German workplace is extremely organised and efficient but even better was the excellent food in the canteens. Lecker! 

I really enjoyed my time at Bosch Rexroth and I would recommend it to anyone who has already been on the normal exchange as it’s a great challenge and you learn more in a week than many months in front of text book. In a world increasingly dependent on multi-lingual employees I understood the importance of languages in business. In fact, one colleague of mine was Canadian and his grasp of languages much aided Rexroth with their international communications. Overall, a great trip from which I truly benefitted. Bis nächstes Jahr! 






