WORK EXPERIENCE – SANTANDER, SPAIN – HALF TERM FEBRUARY 2010

During February Half Term, five Year 13 students went to spend the week in Santander, where they did work experience.  The five students were lucky enough to get the work placements they had chosen to work in: hospital, music shop, museum, tourist office and photo studio.  Doing work experience abroad not only helps them improve their language skills, such an experience boosts their confidence, makes them more independent and helps them become more responsible young adults.  
Alex Finn, Year 13 – Private Clinic

For my work experience, I spent a week working in a medical clinic in Santander, a city on the coast in northern Spain.  We arrived at Stansted Airport and met the rest of the group we were going to spend the week with.  We flew to Bilbao; Sra Foster’s homeland where we took the coach to Santander. 
During the first morning we went for a boat trip across the bay, unfortunately, when we got over to the other side, we arrived in a small town, where everything was closed (national holiday for carnival).  Happily we found an open bar, where friendships with other members of the group started to form.  On our arrival back at the port, we decided to go to find our placements.

Monday.  The big day had arrived.  I strode out of the hotel and up the most ludicrously long stairs along a street that seemed to go on for at least 15 minutes worth of walking; however, eventually, I made it.  I met my colleagues who were all very nice, thank you to Amelia, Graciela, Dr Carlos and Dr Agustín who made this work experience one of the most fun and useful work experiences I have done.  

My work had massive variety, with much of it being hands on, from administering driving test medicals and taking blood to sanding corns off a scarily large number of elderly people’s feet using a Dremel and cleaning up large skin wounds.  I learnt a lot from my colleagues and would highly recommend doing work experience abroad to anyone.
On the Friday afternoon I left the placement with a feeling of gaining new skills, especially with my Spanish.  Our last night, which was also my best friend Matt’s 18th birthday proved a fitting end to our trip, with gaining many new friends and having a fantastic time.  By the time the plane touched down on British soil again on the Saturday afternoon, the dreaded thought of school was overshadowed by the thought of leaving Santander and each other.  However, the memories we had made were more than enough to last!  
Alex Foster, Year 13 – Music Shop
This easily has to be one of the best weeks I have ever had! If you enjoy meeting new people, having a great deal of fun with them, whilst improving your language and communication skills, this kind of trip is the trip for you! You have a great amount of freedom given to you to allow you to really enjoy the week abroad, whilst still having help round the corner if needs be. 
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My work placement was excellent; I spoke Spanish solidly for the entirety of my working hours, which helped boost my confidence in speaking the language.  I worked in a music shop; although it wasn’t very busy most of the time, this provided great opportunity to converse with the colleagues at the shop, talking to them about all manner of topics.  I even got to teach them a little bit about English history, all in Spanish of course!  I helped out with many different tasks at my work placement, including, among others, tuning guitars, taking pianos apart, reading articles, helping with customers and sending off emails to various clients. 
However, this does not mean that you have to speak Spanish ALL the time that you are there, as there is plenty of time in the evenings to socialise with the other English students that had come on the trip.  The city itself was a wonderful place to go, with plenty of shops and bars to keep us occupied all during the week. This meant that after a hard day’s work, we could go out with our new found friends and go to a nice restaurant and then “ir a tomar algo”, keeping a great balance between work and play. 

All in all, I thought that this trip was excellent, both from the perspective of improving your language skills as well as being a really enjoyable time, where you could feel really independent, something that improves you as a person on the whole.  I seriously would recommend this trip to anyone considering taking languages to a higher level, as you really do improve a lot!
Matthew Thornton, Year 13 – Photo Studio
Although tired after our long journey, on the first full day in Santander, we went to find our placements, with varying degrees of success before going out in the evening.  The other people in the group were really nice and we all got on extremely well, so much so that we’re all keeping in touch. Every night we went out in a massive group together and every siesta we took advantage of the sale-laden high streets of Spain during “la crisis” with shopping sprees and fashionable bargains galore – good times!  By the way, the week also improved my Spanish ten-fold (just thought I ought to mention that) so all in all, the week in Santander was spectacular and definitely I would do it again any day – definitely worth the money!
