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¡Hola! When the opportunity arose to work in Spain, I knew it had to take it. I thought it would be a great chance to improve my Spanish, become more confident and discover a bit more about the Spanish culture, which it was; but what I didn’t expect was its awesome social side, getting to know and having a laugh with the Spanish locals and the English group alike.

El trabajo - as a Spanish travel agent, I had quite a few responsibilities, ranging from dealing with customers upfront and over the phone, to selling promotional leaflets to nearby shops. Although at first these tasks seemed extremely daunting, by continually speaking, writing and reading in Spanish, my ability and, above all, confidence to work in a foreign environment never stopped growing (until I misinterpreted a Spanish woman asking where a love agency was instead of a charity organisation!). 

La cultura – Santiago de Compostela is a culturally rich city, with a huge Plaza Mayor and a beautiful cathedral. On the day after we arrived, we were all treated to a city tour in a tourist train, when we had the chance to listen to a Brummie-sounding Spaniard talk us through the historical and cultural heritage of the area, something that I found rather interesting. Midday siestas and a finishing time at work of 8pm allowed me to follow the beckoning call of the ‘tapas’ bars where a variety of foods, such as fish, olives and cheese, were served for as little as 2€.

La gente – as I found out, this week away introduced me to a load of English people of my age; so if you’re lonely and have no mates, the Spanish Work Experience (SWE) is what you’re looking for! No, on a serious note, the social aspect was fantastic; from pubbing and clubbing to karaoke and sharing jokes for hours on end in the hostel lounge, the group was inviting, friendly and extremely sociable.

The SWE has improved my Spanish so, so much and has also left me with some unforgettable memories for life.  Thank you Mrs Foster for the opportunity.

