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2009 Annual Dinner
The Annual Reunion dinner was held on tH& Rily 2009 in the Riviera International Conference
Centre. Sixty-five diners were welcomed by thesklent Michael Angelos (1947-'53). The President
introduced our new Patron Denis Reid (1933-'‘39yeean of the Borough, who had entered the
preparatory Grammar School in 1926 and had alsotsji#eyears as a Governor of the School. Denis
had known all five Headmasters of the Grammar Schoo
The School was represented by the Headmaster M@ who gave a short speech outlining his
hopes for the future of the School and ongoing bgmeents.
Mr David Golder who was a member of staff at thka®l from 1963 to 1995 gave a short amusing
speech about his introduction to the school in 1963
The M.C. Mr Don Roberts took the traditional rodlig the first to sit down being Mark Foale and Wil
Pike who left the school in 2008 and the last tadswn being John Holmes B.E.M. who was at the
school from 1926 to 1930.

The Society is indebted telr Graham Willis who once again paid for an insertion into the ewvent
column of the Daily Telegraph recording the holdaighe Annual Dinner.

T.0.G.S. Annual Reunion Dinner 2010.
The Riviera International Conference Centre has lprevisionally booked for the 2010 dinner to be
held on Friday July™. Further details and a ticket application formlwié included with the Spring
Newsletter.
The 2010 Dinner will represent 25 years of thenafed Old Grammarians Society. After the success
of the Dinner at the Barton Road premises when & goodbye to the old School (approx 350
diners), the then Headmaster, Mr Barry Hobbs, gaidken Roberts and David Simmons to try and
revive the defunct society which they did with sosuecess. Every year since a Re-union dinner has
been held on the first weekend in July with threeeptions. In 1987 the Committee tried to increase
the turnout at the dinner by holding it at Easiteetin the hope of attracting more of the Old Boy®
were at University. In the 1997 a dinner had tochecelled due to unfortunate administrative errors,
and in 2005 the dinner was held a week later thanusual preferred date due to all suitable venues
being booked up.
As a result of announcing the annual reunion dirorethe website of Friends Reunited, on which
approximately 3,300 old boys’ of the grammar schweie listed, | received many messages of apology
from those unable to be with us and wishing us ¥eelthe Reunion.

Correspondence.
Dr Colin Ross (St. Olaves Grammar School 1937-'46)had a letter published in thederald
Expressas follows: “On Friday October 131939 , 70 years ago, a special train bearing thea
took a unique journey across the breadth of Sontkgigland arriving at Torre station in the early



evening. The pupils were bussed up to the Torquayn@ar school (Barton Road), where a fleet of
volunteer motorists was waiting to deliver themsingles, pairs and even bigger groups to foster
parents across the town.

It would be five and a half yearefaat Eastertime in 1945, before the school woeddrn to
its Tooley Street home which had miraculously esdagamage during the blitz. The surviving old
boys from those days ( about 10% of the 400 - Ed)reow in their twilight years but they still
remember the remarkable camaraderie which existeithe school at that time and, with maturity,
appreciate the magnitude of the generosity andfisacof their former foster parents who sadly ace
longer with us”.

Dennis Raines ( 1940'syvrote to the editor in a similar vein. Dennis Bvim New Zealand and also
corresponds with Don Roberts. He writes:- As ygfif®2commemorates the outbreak of World War 11
- 70 years ago, my mind immediately goes back imar13" October, 1939, when approximately 400
pupils from St. Olaves & St. Saviours Grammar Sthawived at Torre station at about 5 pm. to be
transported to the Great Hall of Torquay Grammadra®t At the time it was pouring down with rain,
and the question was asked of a local “Is it alwdesthis?”. The quick reply came back "Down in
Devon it rains six days out of Seven!”. We knewtlveel arrived in the West Country.

| cannot express sufficiently irords my appreciation of the kindness shown by the
Headmaster Mr Harmer, his staff, in absorbing sutdrge number of additional pupils at short ngtice
and the remaining five years of the war. A rareéagment.

Editors note: We thank Colin and Dennis for theirdkthoughts. We have many members from 1940-
45 who shared the school with St. Olaves includdog Roberts, Graham Avery, Alan Braund, Peter
Collier, M.P.Gilbert, Colin Hatherley, Ken Kirby,olin Trethewey, Christopher Madge, Alex
Robertson-Kellie, lan Satterley, Alan Swan and Brydebber, all of whom attended the 2009 Re-
Union Dinner. Also the late Eric Chave (1931-200%our Hon. Sec. John Pearce shared the family
home in Chelston with two of the evacuees. Sevettdrs and articles from Old Olavians’ remember
the school tuck shop run by two ladies, and beimgsball remember having their faces pressed to the
shop window of Bradshaw’s Model shop ( no relatigd,)

200 Squad ATC Open Evening 14" July 2009.
John Pearce (1948-'53)your Hon. Sec. writes “I, together with David Simmsaeceived an invitation
to attend on the occasion of a planned open eveasig means of parents and would be members of
the Air Training Corps. finding out what the Squadmwas able to offer. On arrival | was approached
by the current C.O., one Flight Lieutenant Chris&pMilford, to ask if I, in the absence of theited
guest, would inspect the Squadron and take thautesalt the March Past. Added to this was the
opportunity to present Gliding Wings and Duke ofirfedirgh Award Certificates to a number of the
cadets. Apparently Johnny Johnson who had beerd daskearry out this role had been taken ill at the
last moment and could not attend. Hence the suddeision to “drop me in it” | was delighted to
accept and considered it a privilege, even thotiglas at the last minute, and agreed to do thedrsno
| asked the C.O to explain to the parents and sagdlkeb | was and thank him for doing so. The reason
behind this was because of my previous involverasr@ommanding Officer of 1528 Grammar School
Squadron back in 1972 - when Chris Milford was detan the Squadron. | think it was in 1979 that
the squadron reverted back to 200 (Torquay) Squadroich was its official designated founder
number back in 1940/45. Although still operating time grounds of the Grammar School and
encouraging pupils of the school to join , it idaet a town, rather than a school squadron.



Having inspected and spoken to a number of cadets,male and female, | was delighted to note their
terrific upbeat confidence and to listen to theipigations for their possible future in the RAF.eOn
young girl cadet expressed a desire to to play petnmn the RAF Central Band. That made a change
from wanting to fly fast jets and become a fightéot. | commented on this to to Chris Milford and
said he should be proud of the cadets under hisnzonmd”.

[dBoys’ Memories.

Steven Cox (1982-'89)vrites:- “ | was at the Grammar School in the Eigéita time of miners’ and
teachers’ strikes, mullet haircuts and cheesy pogien| feel | was very fortunate to come acrosaeo
supportive, motivational teachers, and had a giea in a lot of areas: particularly music and the
performing arts and general knowledge quizzes.
It's 20 years this year since | left, but | remembieidly performing, with several of the teachensd
many of the boys, in “Oliver” in my first year -was the last school production at what we canzalio
“The OId School” i.e. Barton Road. | had to takeo\at the last minute one night in the title noleen
Paul Williams became ill during the performanced @on’'t remember much apart from the backstage
crew and the staff members being very encouragiegpite my mates in the chorus taking the mickey
out of mel
| remember being roped into playing the piano atdfiicial opening of the school attended by Shirdo
Fieldhouse, in 1983 (that was probably by Barry bobr Dave Golder). | became involved with quite
a lot of musical activities both through the schawl the piano and later the bassoon, and outside i
What | enjoyed most about the school was the tgant, svhether it was supporting the school footbal
team at Plainmoor, or helping to raise money farkbouse charity days (Davy’s charity at the timeswa
Guide Dogs for the Blind). | fell into competingrfthe school in many quizzes, firstly against thdsG
across the paddock and then in county competitesysgcially in what was the Devon Air Interschools
quiz.
| had a great time representing the school in tbesgpetitions. They were not only fun, but gavehes
chance to meet other schools, pack out the schaltliming room and win cash prizes!! | remain
indebted to several ex-teachers: Peter Hewitt, R@bedrewartha, Alec Vernal, Dave Golder, for their
patience and going the extra mile with the teanitediiterally in the case of the first-named asythe
were the ones driving us to several of the quizresn

TBGS was an environment where achievements, adcéldemic and sporting, were recognised and
encouraged, and | remember my 7 years there Withad pleasure”.

Philip Healey (1977-'81)writes: “Dear Mr Pike, Just a quick line from ard'd®oy” finding the TBGS
website at random- | arrived in th& gear | think around the time you appeared in 19782

Trusting that the school these days applies engeuarant to pupils of all abilities, aside from thesh

for Oxbridge and is perhaps more diligent in follogvthe welfare of late arrivals, who can easilyda

a life of hell at school because they stand oumnfrtbeir peers, to the detriment of their academic
performance and suppressing the desire even to ¢omsehool. It was heartening to discover that
Jeremy Clarkson had similar difficulties and it diok do him any harm in the long run.

On a more positive note, despite my infamotls/dar report having Mr Bunce’s memorable comment
that | “lacked drive”, | did leave the school wighstrengthened determination to succeed in life and
subsequently ground through an HND, Degree and Msengineering fields (STILL failing to grasp
calculus !), ending up in Hong Kong in 1996 andvé been running my own engineering consultancy
here for the past 10 years. | have also by accicemied out some part-time lecturing at Hong Keng’
City University at MSc level and have been a guesturer to local engineering institutions in a



particular specialisation | have, related to fingi@eeering.

So, in the precise words of the late lamented Mlidpodon't dismiss the “Stupid Thick Devonians!”

In addition to Mr Joslin | have fond memories oktmany staff who attempted to educate me,
including Messrs. Head Rapson, Golder, Berry, Kangnger and Roberts.

Hoping they are still around even if not teachiagd also hoping you managed to preserve the culture
of the Library Workshop in the transition to the@tay site.

Best Regards, Phil Healey B.Eng.(Hons.) MSc., G.EM.l.Mech.E., M.L.LE.T., Affiliate CIBSE,
M.L.E., RPE (MCL)".

News from the School

The International Baccalaureate has been introduced into the syllabus of the sctieslschool year.
Twenty seven students have been admitted to theéancourse including eight girls. The school also
has well established international links and teach wide range of languages. The Headmaster stated
that “While it may not suit everyone, The Interoatl Baccalaureate is a qualification every ambsio
student should consider”. (Herald Express).

Planning Application. Thank you to those local members who supportedaanghg application to
build housing on a problematic scrubby area orstt®ol campus. Work is about to start on this $ocia
housing project and monies received by the Grantehool will be spent on refurbishment work at
Shiphay Manor.

2009 Examination Results:In a letter to parents, The Headmaster, Mr Roy Ritcte the following:-

“I should just say that our GCSE results were phegeal. Not one boy who entered five scored fewer
than five.

All others, including one of our students who wasyill just before his examinations, scored ovee f
A* - C. In fact, of the 143, the pass rate was 9®:2hat is the highest ever pass rate - and 66 boy
gained eight A’s and A*’s or more. The point scpeg candidate again was the highest ever and
Adrian Wong, a boy two years young, scored ten ASadly he has moved to the South East and will
be attending school there.

In the core subjects, e.g. Mathematics, there WideA’s and A*'s, 101 in Science and 112 in English
Language. It is probably worth noting that given i&rnot part of the academic entry test,
congratulations to Mr Davis and his team on thegsaiotal — and given the constraints under which
the Religious Studies department works, their tesaid points were similarly fantastic. But, intfac
well done to everybody — a brilliant performanderalind for what was a less academically strong.yea
At GCSE the school stands at"Boys’ selective state school in the country.

At ‘A’ Level it turned out to be, in Mr Dobbs’ wos] ‘a stellar year’. Nationally, in the leagues ave

the 11" boys’ state school and the A’s and B'’s are a @@ar8% with A — C of 92%. Again,
congratulations to all involved — 14 to Oxbridgé,rhedics and boys going to high quality universitie
across the country. AS was not so strong and thidrbe quite a taxing year on staff next year to
endeavour to maintain the high standards”.

( The Old Grammarians Society pass on their conatadns to The Headmaster, the staff and pupils of
the School for once again producing such excetkslts -Ed.)

News of Old Boys
Steve Ridgeway (1962- '69 )Following the Grammar School went to Oxford Poljiieic. In 1981



joined Cougar Marine (Miami). 1985-'86 Project mgen Virgin Atlantic Challenger and “throttle
man” to Richard Branson on the transatlantic attsmp

In 1989 joined Virgin Atlantic airline and becamamaging director in 1998 and Chief

Executive in 2001.

In 2003-'04 Non Executive director of British Anigan Racing (BAR)

Paul Dunn, Commander R.N. (1981-'88has been honoured in the Queen’s birthday hon@inwith
the award of the O.B.E. This was awarded in redagniof his “outstanding performance” as the
commanding officer of the Vanguard Class SubmaHiMS Vigilant between August 2007 and July
2008. He is currently based at the Maritime Warf&@entre at HMS Collingwood, Fareham,
Hampshire.

Daniel Watson, Dr ( 1996-'03)BSc. (Hons.) MBCHB (Hons).

Russell Haines (1986-1990Former T.B.G.S. pupil Dr. Russell Haines has gaihes PhD in the
Electrical and Electronic Engineering Departmenthet University of Bristol with a thesis entitled
“Verification and Performance Analysis of Extenddeetri-net MAC Protocol Designs for
Reconfigurable Radio”, after six years of part-tistady. Russell is also a European Engineer (Eur
Ing), a Chartered Engineer (CEng) and a Senior Memob the Institute of Electrical and Electronic
Engineers (IEEE). He’s now Chief Standardisatiofic®f at Toshiba Research Europe in Bristol, and
is living in Westbury on Trym with his wife Nathaland his two daughters, Ellie and Martha.

Paul Hawkins (1950-58)Still sweating it out in Dubai running an executsearch consultancy for
financial institutions around the Middle East - suar temps 40-45 degrees - pheew ! Dubai has gone
through a boom and bust period with property pranes stock markets going sky high up to a year ago
and then collapsing much as Hong Kong did manysykack. Took the locals by surprise as the
younger ones had only seen prices go one way. askarting to rebound now and the worst is over
but as those of you who are familiar with the Mel&ast will know, the future of the Gulf countries
depends almost entirely on oil prices. Stay ardattb 80 dollars to the barrel and everything i

OK but if you see the price go below 20 | mighthoene looking for a job together with many others!
Still follow football and cricket with a passioncdwas delighted to see the lads at Plainmoor finall
winning promotion back to the football league. dsnalso good to see Freddie battering the Aussies
and Owen knocking in goals (and missing them)terdther United but as | write England are 92 for 8
at Headingley. Dubai Sports City now has an intional cricket stadium and hosted an Australia vs
Pakistan ODI series recently. Our daughter is narkuag with me here in Dubai. Anyone visiting
Dubai or would like any information on Middle Egd¢ase let me know at
paulscotthawkins@yahoo.com

Dafydd Bury (2002-‘09)Hockey player Dafydd is starting the next staghisfcareer

this month buoyed by a couple of big summer suesedse will start his studies at Exeter University
and will play for their club, who have six sideswgeeting in various national and regional divisions.
Dafydd is hoping to build on his summer succes$ Witales U18s, for whom he claimed a bronze
medal in the 2009 European Championships. Sinchdh®s just returned from the UK School Games
in Cardiff with a gold medal

He created three goals in the 5-Owin over Scotland scored crucial goals in the 2-1 win against
England and the 2-1 defeat of Ulster. (Herald Espre



Chris Read (1989-'96)ormer England cricketer Chris brought his coaglaicademy to Devon

during the Autumn half-term break. Read, who oadjinplayed for Paignton and was educated at
Torquay Boys' Grammar School. He is currently capsé Nottinghamshire and has played in 15 Test
matches and 36 one-day internationals. The newditidn Sir Christopher Ondaatje Cricket Centre at
the University of Exeter was booked for three dayshe academy sessions. Day one, Sunday, was for
cricketers in the U13-14 age range.

Monday was reserved for U11-12s with Tuesday sdedsr the older age groups from 15-17. (Herald
Express)

Dan Hallett, Lt. RN (1991-'98) from Abbotskerswell, is a navy education and dewalent officer
serving on HMS Ark Royal. The 20,000 tonne invireiblass aircraft carrier dropped anchor in Torbay
at the beginning of November. The carrier has uya® a £12million revamp and is embarking on
training operations in the Western Approaches. ®ant to America on HMS Albion in 2004 and on
HMS Sutherland to the north of Russia. (Herald Ezp)

oratulations to the following old boys:

Ryan Kenny  (1999-2004) Swansea University 2-1 Business Studies.

Daniel Tanner (1999-2006) Swansea University 2-2 Ancient History.

Mark Downing(1999-2006) Sussex University BA 2-1(Hons) International &ieins &
Development Studies

Ben Wills (11999-2006) Exeter University BA 2-1(Hons) Drama.

Tony Mclaren ( 1999-2006) Oxford University  2-1 History

Will Pullan  (1999-2006 ) Durham University % History

OlyngpiHopefuls- Sponsorship requested.
The following old boys of the school have moreessl put their career choice on hold so that they ca
chase their Olympic dreams. Both are in dire ndespponsorship so that they can fulfil their potehti

David Swift ( 1997-'04) David obtained his degree in Sport and Exerciserfsel at Bath University.
At T.B.G.S. he discovered rugby football but atuensity he concentrated on Athletics, trained every
day and won a GB vest. Towards the end of his fameniversity he was asked to join 800 others to
trial for the sport of Bob Skeleton. After 8 weeldstrials (each weekend) he was one of four to be
selected. Of that four only he remains. Becaudeofalent in the sport he has been fast trackedeo
International Cup. In the great Britain squad fog ¥Winter Olympics in Vancouver in 2010 there are
six athletes who could make the three man teanDant is one of them!

At this time he is in Calgary, Canada trainingligs first race of the season - he is then in Aozefor

his next three races and after Christmas follow faages in Europe.

David has turned down the chance of an R.A.F Comsionsto follow his dream and although he has
some funding it is not enough to support himsetigl &e has to put any spare hours in at a local
supermarket.

David’s prospects of being in the Winter Olympins2014 are very high and there is a good chance he
will be there in Vancouver next February. He womsilaer medal in the World Junior (under 23)
championship last year. No rookie has ever doneedbin their first year of competition and he was



the highest placed rookie in the world rankings y@sr. For more information on David and his spor
- website(www.swiftslider.co.uk)

Jai Geyer ( 2006 -'08) Champion Ski racer Jai Geyer has set his sightgimming a place in the 2014
Olympic Games in Russia. Jai who is 19 startedglait four, was racing within a year and by the age
of 15 held the English, British and European dppsl championships. He spent last winter racing in
the French Alps, where he capped the season byinginthe giant slalom event at the British Junior
Championships in Meribel. In 2007 Jai skied for &rBritain at the Winter Youth Olympics held in
Spain. He is now in the middle of five weeks prassm glacier training and then switches to hisevint
base of Meribel for what is a make-or-break seaswrihe competition circuit. He has twice been
offered places in the Great Britain Developmentasbout has been unable to take them up for financia
reasons. To make it to Russia in 2014 Jai hasatostooping the podium places that will move hjmn u
the rankings and into a place that will attract fimeding which will help raise the £25,000 needed t
take up his GB place. Twice he has deferred stagimengineering degree at Loughborough University
to pursue his dream of skiing at the highest lelvet. more information on Jai and his sport log @n t
his website ( www.jaigeyer.com)

T.0.G.S.
The TOGS tie is available from the Treasurer a{if®. p&p) and is proving to be very popular with
members.

Copies of the T.B.G.S. Centenary Boakarailable from the School. Tel. Nd.8D3 615501
Contact Details.

Dinner Organiser & Editor: G.K.BradshaE-mail address gkbradshaw@sky.com
The Leas, Nut Bustme, TORQUAY TQ2 6LE
President of the Society: Michael Alag E-mail addresmikejangelos@talktalk.net

Hon. Sec: John V Pearce E-mail addressmanatontor@blueyonder.co.uk
Treasurer: Peter Whatton E-mail addresswhattonp@talktalk.net
Obituary.

Eric Chave (1931- 2009)Eric was a stalwart member of the 1940’s groupwfsmciety and attended
the school between 1942 and 1949. Eric left wileadiand a daughter Alison. We are indebted to Jil
for providing us with the following information:-

Eric was born in 1931 and attended lisham Pyr&ahool and became a choirboy at St Matthias
Church. In 1942 he joined the grammar school ani@aving in 1949 he joined the National Provincial
Bank. He left to do his national Service in the FE.Aand was commissioned. He considered making
the R.A.F. his career but eventually decided tback into banking. He returned to the Strand branch
but was soon sent to Plymouth. After a short dtayet he was sent to Southampton 1963 to 1965 and
then promoted to accountant at the Penzance bearttleft there to become branch Manager at Ottery
St. Mary (69-73). He had another promotion to @gham, Dorset where he retired in 1991. In 1997
Eric and Jill achieved their ambition to returrhie beloved Devon and Ottery St. Mary where they ha
been so happy. Because he had been a bank maeagas lalways in demand for treasurerships and to
be auditor for various organisations. Masonry wae of his great joys both in Gillingham and Exeter
and he was treasurer of both lodges. He was a nreshtery St. Mary Choral Society and also a



lifelong supporter of Torquay United through thexkd thin and was often derided for this. Up until
2008 when Eric was taken ill, Eric & Jill's retiremt was full and active, mostly involving eventsiwi
other people. They also enjoyed many holidays irof® and Scandinavia and several cruises, the last
big one being to the Baltic in December 2007.

Memorial Shield
The55 Mile Trophy in memory ofAdam Bynoth. The Headmaster is pleased to report that@ere
Phillips (Ten Tors Team Leader) had been selected to retleevérophy at the forthcoming Speech
Day on 18 November 2009 in recognition of his achievemerthis event.

Nt of 2009 AGM.
This year's AGM will take place on Tuesday 24th Nogmber at 7.30 p.m. in the School Library.

AGENDA

. Apologies for absence

. Minutes of the AGM held on 27th November 20@BH¢ signed by the President)
. Matters arising

. Secretary’s Report

. Treasurer’s Report and presentation of Annualofiats 2008/09

. Registrar’'s Report:.

. Election of Officers

. Election of Committee

. Appointment of Auditor for 2009/10

10. Headmaster’s Report

11. President’s Report

12. Any other business

Nominations for Officers, Committee and items fog Agenda should reach the Secretary before the
AGM.

OCOoO~NOOOUIDS,WN B

Present Officers: Nominations received:
Patron: Denis Reid (sine die)

President: Michael Angelos ichbel Angelos

Hon Sec: John V.Pearce John V. Pearce
Treasurer. P.Whatton Peter Whatton

Registrar. D Simmons -

Committee: D Cavaliere, B Holmes, C Madge, C Turner, G.P. M/ilohn Alford, D Simmons

Vice- Presidents: (who also serve as Committee mesns )R E Pike, D. Reid, Don. Roberts, D.
Brunsden, Simon Whittaker, Graham Bradshaw

Honorary Members.

Current Staff:- Roy E Pike (Headmaster), Chris.dnferd

Former Staff:- Barry K Hobbs (Headmaster 1982-,'8&Xer J Hewitt (Deputy Headmaster), David
Berry (Deputy Headmaster), Gilbert Head-Rapsonn Bk opwood, David Johnson, Don J Roberts,
David Golder, lan Kay, David Kerswell, A.K.Hele.

Governors:- Chairman Brian Wills-Pope



