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TORQUAY BOYS' GRAMMAR SCHOOL
Shiphay Lane, Torquay TQ2 7EL
Headmaster: Mr R Pike

Tel. 01803 615501 Ext. 230

                May 2011
Dear Parent 




Re: French Exchange 2011-2012
I would like to start organising the next Exchange visit with our partner French School so that our students can go to spend some time in France, not only to practise their French but also to learn about French customs and way of life.  

Our partner school is in the north of France, near Quimper in the region of Brittany.  It is a secondary school in a town in a very beautiful rural area, around 1 and a half hour's drive from Roscoff. The school is 10 minutes from the coast and is about 45 minutes’ drive away from the Celtic heritage land at the centre of Brittany, both enjoying the benefits of the lovely beaches on the southern coast, and also close to Brittany’s interesting attractions such as the stunning Locronan museum village and the fortified town of Concarneau.
During week one, we travel to Brittany, stay with the French families, and experience life in France. Your son would be partnered with a French boy or girl of similar age and interests and stay in their home for a week. Every day we meet up together and either take part in group activities or join in at school. During the weekend, your son becomes part of the French family, enjoying whatever activities they normally do. In the second week we welcome the partners here. The French boy or girl stays with your family and similarly participates in activities through the week, spending the weekend with your family. Activities during the week are organised by the French school teachers whilst we are in France, and organised by the French Department at TBGS whilst our guests are here. Activities include visiting places of interest, going bowling, having a meal out together, taking part in the local life.
The Exchange demands a high level of engagement from the pupils. In the past, pupils who have really benefited from the experience have been those willing to throw themselves into the experience – engaging in the activities, trying hard to communicate, being prepared to make the most of it. Pupils who have had less success have been those who have seen it as an activities-week type trip, and who have preferred to spend the week chatting to their English friends rather than making an effort to engage and communicate, and who have abandoned their partner for much of the time whilst they were here in the UK. Pupils who have really made an effort have forged lasting friendships, and have gone on to continue to visit their exchange partner independently during holidays and, in one instance, both families have become firm friends, holidaying together. This is obviously the ideal outcome!
We are looking to take 20 pupils this coming year on the Exchange as well as a few Y13 students for work experience. With the commitment that the Exchange requires, we will be taking steps to ensure that only those pupils who are serious about their participation will be chosen to go. In previous exchanges, we have been sometimes disappointed with the attitude of some pupils, and we will be ensuring this time that the pupils we take will be those who will most benefit from the experience. This does not mean that we will only take those whose academic level is highest.

The expenses of the Exchange are the cost of the travel to France plus any pocket money that the students would like to take for their personal use. Additionally, we pay for the excursions and visits of the French group here in England as they pay for all of our visits and trips while we are in France. The cost of the whole Exchange in the past has been approximately £300 per pupil, which has been payable in instalments.   I give you this figure as an approximation at this stage, to give you an idea of costing, but these could change, depending on transport costs, etc.
At this early stage, I am writing just to find out who would like to take part in this exchange.  This will be a very valuable experience for your son, and I am sure he will enjoy the time spent in France enormously, and obviously there is no better way to learn a language than to spend time in the country where it is spoken!
Please could you let me know as soon as possible, and by the latest Monday 16th May, if your son would like to be part of next year's Exchange to France. Your son can either return the slip to the office, or me,. Then, I can begin to make firmer arrangements with the partner school, and let you know more definite costings and definite dates.

Yours sincerely
Mrs V. Bailey
French Department
If you require this letter in a different format, please contact the school

Torquay Boys’ Grammar School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and young people.
.............................................................................................................................................................
​​PLEASE RETURN TO RECEPTION OR MRS BAILEY BY MONDAY 16 MAY
Name of pupil ........................................................................................ Form ....................................
My son would be interested in participating in the French Exchange 2011-2012
Parent's signature ............................................................................ Date ..........................................
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