	[image: image1.png]




	Torquay Boys’ Grammar School

Headmaster: R.E. PIKE, B.A., B.Ed., F.R.S.A.
Shiphay Manor Drive, TORQUAY, Devon TQ2 7EL

Tel: (01803) 615501 Fax: (01803) 614613












September 2011
Dear Parent

Dartmoor Society

The aims of the Dartmoor Society are to encourage an appreciation of the Dartmoor National Park while learning skills of walking, navigation and camp craft. To succeed, students will be developing their personal skills of teamwork, leadership, independence, initiative and dogged perseverance.

During the Autumn Term, walks take place on Saturdays and a schedule of walks is attached, displayed on the notice board, and copies are available for students. Students are to assemble at school at 8.15am, and our intention is to leave at 8.30am. 

We can usually pick up students at Penn Inn (Sainsbury’s Car Park) also. Our intention is to complete our walks by 3.00pm, and return to school between 4.00pm and 4.30pm. We do ask for a contribution of £2.50 per walk to contribute towards the cost of transport and “ParentPay” has been set up to facilitate this.

During the Spring Term, we concentrate more on selecting teams for the Ten Tors Expedition, and the training becomes more intense; we start to camp out, and towards Easter, take part in two-day expeditions.

The weather on Dartmoor is notorious for its variability, and rapid changes from warm, sunny conditions to mist, rain and gales. An integral part of the training is to teach students how to cope with these conditions, and only the very worst conditions will cause cancellation of our walks. This means that we expect all students to be suitably clothed to cope with all eventualities, and I have attached a kit list overleaf. This initial kit list will become more extensive when winter and camping approach. Students who are not suitably equipped will not be allowed to attend.

I would like to think that students want to learn how to develop their own expedition skills so that they can undertake their own expeditions in wild country. For this, students need to learn the skills of navigation – the Dartmoor Society does NOT exist to provide guided walks. All students are encouraged to produce route maps of the intended walks which must be submitted to Mr. King before the walk. I encourage new members, once they are committed, to purchase a lamfold version of the O.S.Dartmoor map, which is available from the school shop at a discount price. 

Emergency Contact:

JPK  07947 313491  or  Andrew Medhurst  07747103482
If you are willing for your son to participate in the activities of the Dartmoor Society, please complete the attached Permission Slip and return to the school office before the first walk on 17th September. If you require more information about any aspect of the Society, do not hesitate to contact Mr. King on 01803 615501 or  01392 202700 (evening)

Yours sincerely,

J P King 

Dartmoor Society Personal Kit List (Autumn Term)

Waterproof jacket ( with hood) 

Waterproof trousers ( with zipped gussets to enable fitting over boots) 


Walking boots


Walking socks


Old trousers, track-suit bottoms (NOT JEANS)



Warm shirt



Jumper or sweatshirt



Jacket (Fleece) 


Hat ( to cover ears) and gloves



Small Towel



Packed lunch and drink ( minimum 1 L)




Emergency food
Small first aid kit ( plasters in a waterproof bag)
Small rucksack with plastic liner to keep contents dry

Change of clothing in a bag 
Gaiters

Torch with spare batteries

Dartmoor Society – Ten Tors Training

Calendar -2011/2012
Saturday Walks : 
September 17th
October 1st  

(8th October Team managers brief)

October 15th
November 12th  




November 26th
Xmas Walk


December 10th
January 14th 

January 28th
March 3rd 
Camping – Depart 4.30 pm Friday night, return 5pm  Sat

Friday 16th and Saturday 17th March

Two Day Practice Weekend




Arrive School
6.15am Saturday 31st March





Depart School
6.30am Saturday 31st March





Return to School
6.00pm Sunday April 1st 

Final Ten Tors Practice Weekend





Arrive School
5.45am Saturday 28th April

Depart school 
6.00am Saturday 28th April





Return to school
6.00pm Sunday 29th April
Ten Tors Weekend

Friday 11th to Sunday 13th May.
Torquay Boys’ Grammar School.

Dartmoor Society Permission Slip (2011/12)
This form must be returned to Mr. King before any student can take part in Dartmoor Society Activities. 

I have read the information about the Dartmoor Society and am willing for my son to take part in the activities.

I confirm that he is medically fit to undertake the activities specified.

I have listed below any relevant medical or dietary condition. 

In the event of an accident or illness, I authorise the organisers to grant permission for my son to receive whatever medical treatment is deemed necessary if it is considered unwise to wait for my permission.

I am willing to contribute £2.50  towards the cost of transport on each walk. 

Name of Student……………………………………..  Form……………….

Signed………………………………………….(Parent) Date……………….

	Emergency Contact Information

	Home telephone number
	

	Parent mobile number (1)
	

	Parent mobile number (2)
	

	Student mobile number
	


Medical conditions

Dietary needs

