
ADMISSION POLICY CONSULTATION PROPOSALS

TORQUAY BOYS’ GRAMMAR SCHOOL

ADMISSIONS POLICY FOR ADMISSION TO YEAR 7 IN SEPTEMBER 2013

Background
This document relates to the new Department for Education Admissions’ Code 2011 which requires testing before preference for selective education.

Introduction
Torquay Boys’ Grammar School is a single-sex 11-18 boys’ grammar school.  With Academy status, the governing body has responsibility for admission to the school.  The planned admission number to the school is 150.  

Admissions
Admission to the school is based on academic ability and requires the pupil to have demonstrated suitability for a selective education through the school’s selection procedure.  
Advice to Parents
There will be two Open Days, one in the summer term and another in the autumn term.  Primary schools will also be notified of the admissions procedure.  Parents are welcome to make contact with the school at any time to ask for further information.  
Applications
Parents wishing their child to take the tests at Torquay Boys’ Grammar School on 15th and 

22nd September 2012 must complete the Registration Form and return it to the school by Monday, 10th September 2012.    

Guidance letters will be issued on 18th October and parents must apply for a school place using the Common Application Form (CAF) from the local authority in which they live (deadline 
31st October).  They can make up to 3 ranked preferences.  

Age of Applicants

Candidates will be in Year 6 at the time of taking the tests – applicants for September 2013 will be born between 1st September 2001 and 31st August 2002.

Applications to take the tests outside the chronological year must have the approval of Torquay Boys’ Grammar School. 
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Test Arrangements

Applications are invited for places in Year 7 by 10th September 2012 following Open Days.  Individual tours can sometimes be arranged and contact by parents with the Headteacher or Deputy Headteacher (Personnel) is welcome.  The tests are administered at the school on two Saturday mornings in September and are supervised by staff from the school.  The examination will be in two parts.

i)   1 GL Assessment Verbal Reasoning and 1 English paper.
ii)  1 GL Assessment Verbal Reasoning and 1 Mathematics paper.

The Verbal Reasoning papers are supplied by GL Assessment.  The Mathematics and English papers are jointly provided by Torquay Boys’ Grammar School and GL Assessment using the appropriate National Curriculum Attainment Targets as the guide to setting the papers.

Allocation of Places
When scores are received the Admissions Panel meets to discuss the allocation of 150 places (the Planned Admission Number):  the Admissions Panel consists of the Headteacher, the Deputy Headteacher (Curriculum), plus members of the governing body of the school. 

Candidates are placed in one of three groups:
Group A
It is expected that every pupil who is successful in all three elements of the testing procedure will gain a place, i.e. achieve a VR score placing him in the first 120 candidates, plus scoring 50% or more in each of Mathematics and English.
Group B
Borderzone candidates are those who are successful in two of the three elements.  They are placed in rank order and allocated places accordingly to the 150th pupil.

Group C
Candidates are considered to be unsuccessful if they pass fewer than two of the three elements, though the aggregate mark of all three tests may be reviewed in an accumulated score rank order.

Primary school headteachers are then consulted with a request for SATs/CATs scores for those candidates below the first 120.  The selection panel then makes its final decisions as set out below:

On condition that they are successful in the tests, the following will be admitted first:

1.   Children who have a statement of special educational needs where Torquay Boys’ Grammar School is named on that statement.

2.  Children in care or adopted children.

3.  Children eligible for free school meals at the time of the tests.

4.  Those achieving the entry standard by highest score highest priority.

If the school has more qualifying candidates than places then the criteria for over-subscription will be applied as follows:

Those living nearest the school when measured by a straight line at the time of application.

Notification of Guidance

Parents will be provided with guidance about the suitability of an application to Torquay Boys’ Grammar School and selective schools in Torbay before the deadline for submission of the CAF (31st October 2012).  At this stage of the process this will not be an offer of a place at a selective school, it will give an indication of whether an application is likely to be successful.

Allocation of Places

At the conclusion of the allocation process the local authority will be sent a ranked list of the children.  The local authority will be responsible for advising parents of the school allocated.  Parents may request a meeting with the school to explain why it has not been possible to offer a place.

Independent Appeals

Independent parental appeals can be made to Mr S Kerrigan, 51 Southbrook Road, Exeter, EX2 6JF.  The final appeal decisions are notified to Torbay Local Authority.  

The rank order will determine the next applicant to be offered a place should the original allocated places not be fully taken up.  The school maintains a waiting list for one term.  Other grammar schools’ test results are accepted, provided these tests are compatible with those of Torquay Boys’ Grammar School.  

Pupils may only take the entrance test once in each academic year.


