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	Torquay Boys’ Grammar School

Headmaster: R.E. PIKE, B.A., B.Ed., F.R.S.A.
Shiphay Manor Drive, TORQUAY, Devon TQ2 7EL

Tel: (01803) 615501 Fax: (01803) 614613



                                                                                                                             
 October 2011
Dear Parent/Guardian
Now that your son is in Year 9, we are pleased to offer him the opportunity to participate in the Activities Week study visit to Cologne, Germany, in July 2012. The visit is open to all 77 boys in Year 9 who study German, and invariably proves to be extremely popular.  However, please be aware that places fill up swiftly, and that the coach can only accommodate a maximum of 44 students.  
The theme of the 4-day visit will be MODERN GERMANY. We will be travelling through the Channel Tunnel to France, then on to Belgium, where we will stop at Ypres. We will then be staying for three nights in Cologne in Germany. 
In Cologne, the party will stay at a large modern Youth Hostel close to the city centre. The Hostel has been completely rebuilt only a few years ago, and boys will be accommodated in four-bedded rooms with en-suite toilet and shower. It also offers some classroom and recreational facilities.

During the course of the visit, we intend to go to one of the First World War battlefields, as well as visiting a museum dedicated to modern German history. We will also see some examples of modern German life, including the Bayer Chemical works and a Bundesliga football ground. Other visits are planned to nearby Bonn, Koblenz and the Rhine Valley, and a popular theme park. We shall also be spending some time in Cologne itself, with its magnificent cathedral. Boys will have plenty of opportunities to practise their German, and they will be provided with a study booklet containing background information and some small research tasks for each visit.
Travel will be by British coach throughout and will be supervised by members of staff from this school.  The trip is fully covered by a comprehensive insurance policy.
The dates are:  Monday 16th - Friday 20th July 2012.
Departure from Torquay: Sunday, 15th July, 23.30h (tbc)

Arrival back in Torquay: Friday, 20th July, approx. 13:00h (tbc)
This trip is subsidised by the school but cannot take place unless we receive a contribution of approx. £380.00 per person. This amount includes all travel, accommodation, insurance, museum entrance fees, educational materials and all meals (except on the journey).

If you wish your son to be included please make an initial payment of £150.00 by either credit/debit card via the school website (www.tbgs.co.uk) using ‘ParentPay’ (Option Cologne Visit).  The deadline for this is Fri, 21st October. This payment will be a ‘non-refundable’ deposit to gain a place.  
If you do not have access to the internet please contact the Finance Office to discuss alternative methods of payment.  ‘Parentpay’ is the preferred method of payment as this is much more secure than sending in Cash or Cheques and is a much less time consuming and expensive payment process. 
Once numbers are confirmed, the balance of approx. £230 will become payable. This balance is payable in full or by instalments to suit you.  However, please ensure all payments have been made by 1st June 2012.
Please do not hesitate to contact us if you require further information.
Yours sincerely
Mr C M Zursiedel 
Head of German  czursiedel@tbgs.torbay.sch.uk
Miss A M Roberts 
Teacher of German  aroberts@tbgs.torbay.sch.uk
If you require this letter in a different format, please contact the school

Torquay Boys’ Grammar School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and young people.

ACTIVITIES WEEK JULY 2012 – Y9 COLOGNE TRIP
Monday 16th  - Friday 20th July 2012
To be returned to the School Business Manager, TBGS:
Pupil's name ………………………………………………………………                  Form  ………......................
Please reserve a place on this trip.  I have paid a non-refundable deposit of £150.00 online via credit/debit card.

Signed 
………………………………(Parent/Guardian)              Date  ………………………...........
Admint/admin/trip/germanttrips/germ09


