[image: image1.png]


TORQUAY BOYS’ GRAMMAR SCHOOL

Headmaster: R.E. PIKE, B.A.,B.Ed.,F.R.S.A.
Shiphay Manor Drive, TORQUAY, Devon TQ2 7EL

Tel: (01803) 615501  Fax: (01803) 61461

October 2011

Dear Parents,

The Specification for GCSE for Languages has changes in the past two years and all students taking GCSE in Spanish, German, French and Chinese have to do the following assessments:

	
	Weight 
	Points 
	Exam Schedule

	Unit 1 - Listening
	20%
	40
	May/June end of Y11

	Unit 2 - Reading
	20%
	45
	May/June end of Y11

	Unit 3 - Speaking
	30%
	30+30=60
	1st speaking in Y10 and 2nd speaking in Y11 

	Unit 4 - Writing
	30%
	30+30=60
	1st writing in Y10 and 2nd writing in Y11


Students will study the topics for the Speaking and Writing Assessments in class doing Listening, Reading, Speaking and Writing activities.  Once the topic has been covered, the teacher will give the students the Assessment Task to prepare.   Once the Task has been given, the teacher can’t give students any further help; the student needs to prepare for the Assessment on his own, using his notes and the work done in class as well as any resources he has, such as the text book, dictionary and workbook.  For both the Writing and Speaking Assessments students are allowed to have 40 words as an aide-memoire and for the Writing Assessment they can also have access to a dictionary.  

Students must take the Writing and Speaking Assessments seriously and prepare for them thoroughly as they have more weighting than the Listening and Reading Exams and will determine their final GCSE grade.  Poor results in Speaking and Writing will result in quite a poor result overall.  

Teachers spend quite a lot of time going over the topic with the students and showing them how they can include a variety of vocabulary, tenses and expressions.  Students must take all the advice given into account in order to achieve the best possible results.   

Some students fail to do the Assessments well because they don’t prepare the topic adequately when it is being taught in class, which puts them at a disadvantage once given the Task.  Students have to do two Speaking Assessments and two Writing Assessments.  If a student doesn’t do one well, he CANNOT redo it so it is important to prepare properly for these Assessments.  

Language teachers explain all this to the students in detail but some students don’t seem to understand the importance of these Assessments and it is too late to want to work in February of Y11 as all four Controlled Assessments will have been completed by then.

Your son’s language teacher only marks the Speaking Assessments.  The Writing Assessments are marked by AQA Examinations Board examiners, but we will look at them and give the students an estimated grade for their Writing Assessments so that the students have an idea of how they did.

I hope this letter gives you a better idea of what your son needs to do for his GCSE in Languages and how to achieve a good result in his Assessments.  Please don’t hesitate to get in touch with your son’s teacher or with me if there is something you need to discuss regarding this.

Yours sincerely,

Mrs M G Foster

Head of Languages
If you require this letter in a different format, please contact the school

Torquay Boys’ Grammar School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and young people
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