
Sixth form Geography newsletter Summer 2016 

Key dates 
Wednesday 28th September 2016:  Prof Iain Stewart ‘Istanbul’s seismic threat’ 
Thursday 3rd November: Dr Jon Anderson (Cardiff Uni) ‘The geography of Place’ 
Wednesday 1st March 2017: Bob Digby ‘Changing urban places’ 
Year 12 Snowdonia: Sunday 26th to Wednesday 29th March 2017  
Annual membership of the South Devon GA is £1 per student. This includes entry 
to all talks. 

 
Academic results 2015/16 

Well done to the Year 12 students who scored so highly in the 
GCSE Geography this year and a particular mention to Will and 
James Cunliffe, Tom Pike, Lewis Calf and Ben Payne who per-
formed particularly well. Meanwhile our A2/IB geographers 
achieved 77% A* - B and the AS Geographers made us the third 
best department with 66.7% A*-B. Well done to all. 

 

Royal Geographical Society with IBG 
The ques on for this year’s Young Geographer 
of the Year is:  
“How is Britain changing?” 
The closing date is the 14th October 2016. Go to 
www.rgs.org/YGOTY2014 for more details. 
It is always worth entering these compe ons! 
 

COP21 Climate change summit news 
Great news that China and the USA have ra fied 
the Paris climate change agreement . Together 
these countries are responsible for 40% green-
house gas emissions! The climate change agree-
ment from COP21 means that all the countries 
are commi ed to keeping temperatures below 
1.5C above pre-industrial levels. 

A hole in our atmosphere more than twice 
the size of the United States is finally beginning 
to close up, and might even be completely gone 
by the end of the century,  according to a new 
study by NASA  scientists.  

PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY PHOTOGRAPHY COMPETITION 
To enter, you’ll need to submit a photograph of a feature or 
landscape (perhaps on a field trip), which might be an expan-
sive view or perhaps focus on something at a much smaller 
scale. You’ll also have to complete a short  (250 words maxi-
mum) paragraph, starting with an interesting enquiry question 
and then suggesting how to discover more about what you 
have captured in the photo. For instance, what was the time-
scale over which your subject formed, what processes were 
involved, what forms are created?  was soil or geology im-
portant?  are parts of the landscape inter-related? See com-
petition details at http://
gapgphotocompetition.org.uk/ 

Congratulations to Ben Stevens, Rob Taylor, Tom Pike 
and Charlie Mason who represented TBGS at the SW 
Geology competition in Plymouth and produced some 
fantastic posters (shown behind them) 

Students of Geography at TBGS will be taking part in the 
world’s largest lesson in mid-September. The lesson in-
cludes Sir Ken Robinson's new animation on the Global 
Goals and a focus on Goal 5 of the Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals with a survey project to create a world map 
of what Gender Equality looks like from young people's 
point of view #FromWhereIStand.   

Follow us on  
twitter @TBGSGeog 

The geography of awe and wonder in 
Iceland 

STOP PRESS  The 7th Inter-
national Conference of 
UNESCO GEOPARKS starts 
next week in Torquay. Geolo-
gists from all over the world 
will be descending on the bay. 



Use 
Gap-

minder 
for the 
latest 

statistics 

 Now is the time to be subscribing to  
Geography Review in which leading 
examiners and subject specialists update 
students on the key topics they need to 
understand to achieve their potential at 
GCSE, AS, A2 and I.B. 
Regular columns develop core skills and 
help students apply their understanding to 
recent case studies. 
“Useful exam tips on rivers.” Alex Billings 
“Factual and interesting.” Tim Brook 
A one year subscription costs £15. If you 
are interested in subscribing to Geography 
Review, see Dr Fyfe for a letter. 
Case study material can also be gathered 
from broadsheet newspapers and maga-
zines. 

What can you do with a Geography degree? 
 Understanding the world, how it has been shaped and how it is changing is interesting in its own right but it is also 

useful in the job market. International fieldwork and study abroad help students develop the ability to work in 
teams of people from a range of backgrounds and cultures.  

 Business leaders are looking for students with critical-thinking skills, analytical skills and the ability to interpret 
complex data. Geography degrees prepare graduates for this through research-method training and working with 
scientific data in practical and lab classes. 

 Employers want graduates with advanced technology skills. In Geography, this includes GIS and remote sensing. 
 A Geographer brings skills in project management and creating reports which help to protect the natural environ-

ment.  
 In urban areas, geographers are employed to plan land-use changes and manage development projects. Retail and 

transport companies employ geographers for their planning and logistics skills, such as the ability to tie data into 
mapping. 

 Geography graduates have transferable skills including the ability to present ideas to audiences unfamiliar with 
their subject. They have skills in influencing and negotiating with others. This may be why jobs in PR and market-

ing are popular career choices among Geographer graduates! 

HVF September 2016 

Apologies for repeating these two sections again but they should be particularly useful at this time of year ... 

What to avoid doing when writing a personal statement 

Lack of research: What should you avoid in a personal statement? Fir st of all, make sure you apply for  the r ight course. " We sometimes get people 
who have clearly applied for the wrong thing," says Barker. 

"There are students who apply saying 'I'm really interested in a career in geo-physics'. And they've applied for a geography degree. Sometimes things with 
superficially similar names confuse people, so it's very important to do your research." 

Forcing things together: Don' t try and connect unrelated exper iences to geography. " Some students try to tie unrelated exper iences, such as work-
ing in Topshop or football coaching, to geography in very strange, weird and wonderful ways," says Mackie. 

Lack of depth: It' s best not to simply descr ibe what you've done, but to evaluate and explain things. " People tend to be quite descr iptive,"  says 
Barker. "You should try to be more evaluative to get depth into the statement." 

Complicated: Don' t try and tackle too many complicated ideas in not enough detail. " Sometimes we get people who try and wr ite a lot about aca-
demic literature," says Barker. "But it's hard to do that well with a short amount of words, so it might not be right for the personal statement." 

Too brief: But at the same time, make sure you use the space you've got. " Some applicants keep it very shor t,"  says Bilsbrough. " That makes you 
think, do you really want to do this and are you really committed?" 

The Guardian Wednesday 18th December 2013 http://www.theguardian.com/education/2013/dec/18/personal-statement-
geography  

Stretch and Challenge— “think like a Geographer” 
In order to achieve an A* or A at A’level, you need to be providing breadth and 
depth in your answers to questions. By this we mean a range of concepts and exam-
ples and an ability to provide precise and accurate detail as evidence or in case stud-
ies. Students need to recognise that most geographical issues are complex and possi-
bly inter-related. At A2 level in particular, examiners are looking for SYNOPTICI-
TY—the understanding that there are connections between different aspects of the 
subject, and that these may change over time. For example, the following mnemonics 
may help you to remember the different  potential  causes and consequences of geo-
graphical events and processes. SPEED (Social, Political, Economic, Environmental 
and Demographic). SPEECH (Social, Political, Economic, Environmental, Cultural, 

 
 

The 2011 Russell Group report named Geography as one of the eight 
facilita ng subjects. This is a subject most likely to be required or pre-
ferred for entry to degree courses. 

Geography students have a long track record in 
gaining employment across a number of different 
professions and organisations. This is due to the 
wide range of skills they have developed in the 
study of the subject! 


