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Dear Parent/Carer, 

 

In January of this year, the government introduced new statutory careers guidance for all 

schools in the country.  Intended to ensure that all pupils receive the benefits of a stable and 

structured programme of Careers Education, this guidance requires that all institutions work 

toward full compliance with 8 Gatsby Benchmarks by 2020.  The 6th of these, Experiences of 

Workplaces, emphasises the importance of all students having “at least one experience of a 

workplace, additional to any part time jobs” by the end of Year 11.   In the case of our current 

Year 9s and below, completion of Work Experience will be mandatory for all students.   

 

At TBGS, we recognise the need to ensure that our pupils have the time and opportunity to 

complete meaningful Work Experience rather than simply participating in a placement as a 

means to ticking a box.  It is for this reason that, during the annual Year 11 Careers Day, 

students are given time for and advice on arranging a meaningful placement during the period 

just after their GCSE Exams. 

 

Under the new guidance, there likely will be greater numbers of students trying to arrange 

placements during this period.  As well as offering guidance during the Year 11 Careers Day, 

alongside help at any other period during an individual students’ time at TBGS, it would be 

beneficial if you could discuss the importance of Work Experience with your son and, as he 

moves toward Year 11, help him to plan for and secure a placement.   Based on previous 

years, many students are free to complete Work Experience by the last week of June, though 

some would need to wait until the first week of July.   

 

As always, at TBGS we will be happy to provide help and advice.  I am available in person or 

via email (mstites@tbgs.torbay.sch.uk) and appointments can be made with our Independent 

Careers Advisor by speaking with either Mrs Lidbetter or myself.   

 

Thank you very much for taking the time to read this.  I hope you all have a good summer. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

Dr Max Stites 

Deputy Head of Sixth Form 

Head of Careers 

 


